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Acknowledgments frequently reveal the dialectic between structure and contin-
gency, and mine are no di$ erent. % is book was certainly written in circumstances 
existing already, given and transmitted from the past, but was shaped in innumer-
able ways by the people whose paths I crossed along the way. Earliest thanks go to 
the late Patricia Bontempi, who was hired to teach Spanish for the & rst time ever at 
my tiny public high school in far northern New Hampshire. She not only taught me 
the Spanish language and my & rst lessons in Latin American history; she provided 
resources my own family didn’t have to take me on my & rst trip to New York City 
to interview at colleges and took me abroad, to Spain, for the & rst time. My entire 
subsequent career can be traced to her classroom, and I am deeply grateful for her 
teachings. % anks to Señora Bontempi and the Pell Grant program, I ended up at 
Barnard College, where Elisabeth Jay Friedman taught me about Latin American 
politics and social movements and put up with my teenage angst. I am profoundly 
lucky to still call her a mentor. With the & nancial support of a Truman Scholarship, 
I enrolled at Columbia School of International and Public A$ airs and learned a 
great deal about how I didn’t want to study the world. I was fortunate, however, to 
travel to Cuba and El Salvador to study, and to have the guidance of Eric Hershberg, 
who has been a mentor not only at Columbia but later at the Social Science Research 
Council and then at the North American Congress on Latin America (NACLA) 
and beyond. My & ve years as the executive director at NACLA were foundational 
to my intellectual development, not least because of the incredible community of 
scholars I was introduced to, including those people who would go on to be my men-
tors at New York University. % ank you to everyone who has sustained NACLA and 
kept it alive for all these years.

Research for this project was supported not only by the Graduate School of Arts 
and Sciences and Department of History at NYU, but also by the Barnard College 
Alumnae Association, the Social Science Research Council, the History Project 
of Harvard University and the Institute for New Economic % inking, the Society 
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for Historians of American Foreign Relations, the American Council of Learned 
Societies and the Mellon Foundation, the Conference on Latin American History, 
and a Frances R. Lax Award for Faculty Development at Rowan University. Crucial 
writing and research time was a$ orded by a fellowship from the Weatherhead 
Initiative on Global History at Harvard University. I am grateful for the generosity 
of these institutions. At Johns Hopkins University, Terri % omas and Jessie Albee 
have provided invaluable support for both my research and teaching, for which I 
owe them deep thanks.

Tremendous thanks are also due to the archivists and librarians who aided in 
compiling the evidentiary base for this book. My sincere gratitude to the sta$  at 
the Archivo Histórico Genaro Estrada at the Secretaría de Relaciones Exteriores 
de México, especially Jorge Fuentes, Agustín Colín Huitron, and Mercedes de 
Vega, and to sta$  at the Colegio de México, especially Citlalitl Nares Ramos and 
Graciela Salazar in Víctor Urquidi’s o4  ce. Additionally, many patient and knowl-
edgeable archivists and librarians aided in my research at the Biblioteca Lerdo de 
Tejada, the Centro de Estudios de Historia de México, the Archivo General de la 
Nación, the National Archives and Records Administration in College Park, the 
National Archives of the United Kingdom, and the League of Nations Archives 
in Geneva, as well as at the FDR Library, the University of Texas Benson Latin 
American Collection, the Seeley G. Mudd Manuscript Library at Princeton, and 
the libraries of Columbia and Harvard Universities. In addition, many thanks to 
Raúl Gutiérrez Lombardo at the Centro de Estudios Filosó& cos Políticos y Sociales 
Vicente Lombardo Toledano in Mexico City for his permission to use the image 
that graces the cover, to Daniela Spenser for the introduction, and to Joshua Everett 
at the Johns Hopkins libraries for his assistance in tracking down the physical copy 
of the magazine Futuro from which it is taken. I am also grateful for the careful 
research assistance of Diana Ávila Hernández in Mexico City.

My friends, colleagues, and comrades in graduate school were an incredible schol-
arly and activist community who shaped this work in so many ways. Extra thanks 
go to my cohort-mate and longtime collaborator Josh Frens-String, who has been an 
intellectual interlocutor from the & rst, as well as his partner Abby Weitzman. So grate-
ful to count you as family. Deep thanks to my comrades from history, sociology, and 
American studies at NYU for the long nights in the library, at the bar, and at the 
bargaining table: Eman Abdelhadi, Jennifer Adair, Hillary Angelo and Ray Daniels, 
A. J. Bauer, Natalie Blum-Ross, Michelle Chase, Greg and Laura Childs, Daniel 
Aldana Cohen, Andy Cornell, Jeanette Estruth, % omas Fleischman, Joan Flores, 
Eva Hageman, Anasa Hicks, Aaron Jakes, Ebony Jones, David Klassen and Boyda 
Johnstone, Sara Kozameh, Emma Kreyche and James Gatherer, Marisol LeBrón and 
Jenny Kelly, Tyesha Maddox, Alex Manevitz, Aldo Marchesi, Mike McCarthy, Liz 
Mesok, Max Mishler, Tej Nagaraja, Manijeh Nasrabadi and Ashley Dawson, Rachel 
Nolan, Michelle O’Brien, Amaka Okechukwu and Matt Birkhold, Claire Payton 
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and Jonathan Katz, Nathalie Pierre, Natasha Raheja, Gabriel Rocha and Miranda 
Firestone, Daniel Rodríguez and Susan Rohwer, Shelly Ronen, Zach Schwartz-
Weinstein, Samantha Seeley, Ernesto Semán, Martin Sivak, Marcio Siwi, Anna 
Skarpelis, Carmen Solíz, Jonathan Michael Square, Shauna Sweeny, Geo$  Traugh, 
Nantina Vgontzas, Katy Walker and Jen Wilson, David Waschsmuth and Esme Webb, 
Beatrice Wayne, and Natan Zeichner. What a privilege to have found myself in gradu-
ate school alongside all of you. In addition, the Latin Americanist crew from Columbia 
University and Yale University played a huge role in my intellectual formation. % anks 
especially to Yesenia Barragan and Mark Bray, Manuel Bautista, Mike Bustamante, 
Fredy González, Taylor Jardno, Christine Mathias, Rachel Newman, and Elizabeth 
Schwall. Among my farther-6 ung colleagues and conference pals, I’d like to especially 
thank Aaron Benanav, Danny Bessner, George Ciccariello-Maher, Vanessa Freije, 
Rebecca Herman Weber, Daniel Immerwahr, Jamie Martin, Nick Mitchell, Tore 
Olsson, Amy O$ ner, % ea Riofrancos, David Stein, Chris Taylor, and Simon Toner for 
their encouragement and friendship through the long process of research and writing.

A special word of thanks is due to my friends in the ciudad antes conocido 
como el D.F., especially Kimberly Nolan, who taught me everything I know about 
rifando y controlando. I was lucky too, to overlap there with Adam Goodman and 
Hilda Vázquez, who have become forever friends. % anks also to my Narvarte crew, 
especially Gonzalo and Andrés, and to Tiana for the introduction, and to toda la 
banda chilanga: Yecatl, Fani, Violeta, Cheivi, Luis, Kuble, Blanca, Nadia, Tío, Dave, 
Abraham, Benjamin, and Roger, gracias a todos por los ensayos sin luz en Iztapalapa, 
las tocadas interminables en el Centro Histórico, y los mezcales inacapables en 
Coyoacán. In London, thanks to David Madden and Rachel Gurstein for making 
their home such a sanctuary at a crucial moment of writing, and endless thanks to 
the UK punks who put us up, took us in, and showed us around on many research 
trips: Ola, Dana, Emmanuel, Nani, Carlos, Clint (on his sojourns), Louis, Elissa, 
Ralph, Belma, Ralf, and most of all Paco. Que viva la vida comunale, friends.

My mentors among the faculty at NYU, Yale, and Columbia taught me a great 
deal about the responsibilities of the scholar, not only to each other and our stu-
dents but to the broader world. I am grateful for the mentorship during gradu-
ate school of Karl Appuhn, Sinclair % ompson, Gil Joseph and the late Patricia 
Pessar, John Coatsworth, Manu Goswami, Ada Ferrer, the late and dearly missed 
Marilyn Young, Steven Hahn, Alejandro Velasco, Molly Nolan, Jennifer Morgan, 
Neil Brenner, Andrew Ross, and Nikhil Pal Singh. My greatest scholarly debts are 
to the two people to whom I always turn for advice, Barbara Weinstein and Greg 
Grandin. Barbara’s deep wisdom is matched only by her endless fount of encourage-
ment. When I returned from my dissertation research in Mexico and asked her for 
writing advice, she said something that has stuck in my head ever since: “You have 
to ask yourself, as you write every sentence and paragraph: Why does anyone have 
to know this?” Barbara’s rare combination of practicality and positivity has been a 
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sustaining force for so many of us, and I am endlessly grateful to her. Perhaps my 
deepest intellectual debt is to Greg Grandin, who introduced me to the study of 
history. While I will never match his level of productivity, I strive to emulate his 
approach to scholarship, rooted in asking questions that matter not just in the lit-
erature but in the world. His un6 agging support has been invaluable in this process, 
and I am eternally grateful for his faith in my capacity as a scholar.

In various conferences, seminars, and less structured discussions, I’ve shared the 
ideas in this book with Alex Aviña, Sara Babb, Jennifer Bair, Johanna Bockman, 
Barry Carr, Linda Hall, Christina Heatherton, Luis Herrán Ávila, Fabián Herrera 
León, Amie Kiddle, Alan Knight, Susan Gauss, Julian Go, Paul Kramer, Carlos 
Marichal, Noel Maurer, Dawn Paley, Vanni Pettinà, Vijay Prashad, Louise Walker, 
Andrew Zimmerman, and Eric Zolov, all great sources of inspiration, healthy skepti-
cism, and advice. In addition, William Booth kindly shared some of his research on 
the Mexican Le8  with me. Eric Helleiner has been an endlessly gracious interlocutor, 
always sharing his work, providing constructive feedback, and allowing me to ride 
his intellectual coattails. Jürgen Buchenau, % omas Field, and two other anony-
mous reviewers provided invaluable feedback on the manuscript, as did Margaret 
Chowning, and I am deeply grateful for their careful engagement. I have also been 
lucky to count on the friendship and intellectual engagement of Micol Seigel and the 
entire community of the Tepoztlán Institute for the Transnational History of the 
Americas. It was at Tepoz that I met the incomparable Kate Marshall for the & rst 
time and pitched her the idea for this book, and she has been a source of endless guid-
ance and incredible patience throughout this long process. I owe my deep thanks to 
her and her sta$ , especially Enrique Ochoa-Kaup, at University of California Press. 
Additional thanks go to my developmental editor, Megan Pugh, who helped me trim 
an unwieldy mess of a manuscript into the book I wanted to write.

At Rowan University, I was welcomed and mentored by Bill Carrigan and Emily 
Blanck, Corey Blake, Kelly Duke-Bryant, Chanel Rose, James Heinzen, and Ed 
Kazarian, and I’m lucky to count them as colleagues. At Harvard, I was grateful for 
the support of Sven Beckert, as well as for the clear-eyed vision of Walter Johnson 
and Kirsten Weld and the comradeship of Quinn Slobodian. % ank you also to 
Naghmeh Sohrabi and Greg Childs at Brandeis for allowing me to participate in the 
Mellon-Sawyer Seminar in Comparative Revolutions. In the Baltimore School, one 
of the most important sites for learning I’ve encountered, my deep gratitude goes 
to my teachers Lester Spence, Joshua Clark Davis, Jessica Douglas, Kate Drabinski, 
John Duda, Nicole Fabricant, Keegan Finberg, Sara Fouts, Rob Helfenbein, Andy 
Hines, Ailish Hopper, Nicole King, Brandon Soderberg, Steph Saxton, and Baynard 
Woods. I’m honored to learn with you.

At Johns Hopkins, special thanks goes to my Latin Americanist co-conspirators, 
especially Casey Lurtz and James Lynch, Alessandro Angelini and Nicole Labruto, 
Bécquer Seguín and Ilil Benjamin, as well as Elizabeth O’Brien, Debbie Poole, 
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Flavia de Azeredo-Cerqueira, Valeria Procupez, and Madga von der Heydt-Coca. 
Many thanks to the happy hour crew, without whom these & rst few years would 
have been unthinkable: Megan and Erem, Scot, Tom and Canay, Kyle, Carsten and 
Jess, Elanor and Patrick, Johannes and Zo& a, Anicia and Steve, thanks for taking 
me in. % e brilliant graduate students at Johns Hopkins have already taught me so 
much. % anks to the participants of the Arrighi Seminar for reading the manu-
script and o$ ering your detailed feedback, and special thanks especially to Corey 
Payne, who read multiple dra8 s, and Luis Rodríguez, who helped me organize so 
much of my thinking about where this work & ts across & elds. A remarkable group 
of Hopkins faculty have held real interdisciplinary space for me: Bentley Allen, 
Jane Bennett, P.J. Brendese, Sam Chambers, Erin Chung, Nathan Connolly and 
Shani Mott, Jan Dutkewicz, François Furstenberg, Katie Hindmarch-Watson, 
Larry Jackson, Jessica Marie Johnson, Martha Jones and Jean Hebrard, Michael 
Kwass, Syd Morgan, Danny Scholzman, Todd Shepard, Robbie Shilliam, Lester 
Spence, and Vesla Weaver have all accepted me into their scholarly conversations as 
an equal. % ank you all. I am, of course, endlessly grateful to my colleagues in sociol-
ogy, especially Rina Agarwala, Emily Agree, Joel Andreas, Katrina Bell McDonald, 
Ryan Calder, Stefanie Deluca, Ho-Fung Hung, Mike Levien, and Sasha White for 
their support and encouragement. I have no idea how to begin to repay the debt I 
owe Beverly Silver. She has deeply shaped my thinking in this book and beyond, and 
I’m so grateful for her mentorship and guidance.

Most important through these last few years, of course, has been my family, 
biological and intentional. My mother, Gail, was my & rst role model and made me 
in innumerable ways into the person I am. A8 er she died during my second year of 
graduate school, I leaned hard on those who would bear my weight, and I thank 
so many for carrying me, in ways big and small. I am grateful to my brother Dan 
for his love, for his brilliance, and for bringing his giant brood into my life. I owe a 
great deal to mother’s siblings, Rena, Beth, Meg, and John Gospodarek, and their 
families—without you all I would not have made it through those months and these 
years. I also want to thank Jane Marie Schrader for providing a home I can always 
turn to, and the late Mike Stoddard for sharing his wisdom and a$ ection with me. 
He is greatly missed. My de& nition of family, though, encompasses a much broader 
set of people than those held close by blood or law, and centers especially on those 
who refuse to leave you behind even at your most broken. Matt Smith and Angela 
Gelso have provided endless sustenance. Margaret Wiatrowski and Anne Eller will 
always pick right back up with me, no matter how much time has elapsed. I’m so 
glad to call Holly Danzeisen, Erin Tomlinson, Renata Segura, Amy Withers, Kate 
Levitt, and Nick Wunder my council family. David and Libby McComb have been 
there, unquestioningly, whenever I needed them, to share a co$ ee or a meal or a 
stick-and-poke tattoo. % era Webb stuck around when it might have been easier 
not to, and I hope she knows how much I appreciate it. Above all, Casey Hickey, 
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Shannon Kearns, and Jill Hubley have been the women who have long grounded 
me and shaped me into the person I am, over many years and through many bad 
haircuts. I am endlessly grateful to them and to Ian, John, Elliot, Stephen and Mary, 
and Ramona, for welcoming me into their families, as well.

% e center of my chosen family is Stuart Schrader, whose quiet kindness and 
deep brilliance have taught me a way of being in the world that seemed impossible 
before him. His patience has been inexhaustible, and I know that I have tried it. 
Stuart is my sharpest editor, my most important intellectual interlocutor, and my 
partner in every sense. I have learned more from him than any other scholar, as we 
have turned over our ideas together, sharpening their dull edges before charging out 
into the world with them. In moments of unsteadiness, in Brooklyn and Baltimore, 
Buenos Aires and Barcelona, I have been so lucky to reach out my hand and & nd his 
there. As we face a deeply uncertain future in which our itinerant life has come to a 
sudden and disquieting stillness, I am so grateful to ground myself in the stability 
of his presence, and to & ght alongside him as we struggle toward the horizon of 
justice. Pa’lante.

Thornton_Revolution in Development.indd   206Thornton_Revolution in Development.indd   206 22/10/20   11:47 PM22/10/20   11:47 PM


